Mobile strands are frequently attached to the St. Jude Medical mitral valve prosthesis as assessed by two-dimensional transesophageal echocardiography.
Two-dimensional transesophageal echocardiographic findings are reported in 13 patients with structurally and functionally normal St. Jude Medical bileaflet mitral valve prostheses. Multiple mobile linear echogenic densities attached to the pivot of the prosthesis were present in 9 of 13 patients. These densities may represent fibrin strands. These mobile strands alternatively resolve and reform over a period of 5 to 14 months after mitral valve replacement. No adverse clinical events were attributable to these prosthetic mitral valve strands. We conclude that mobile stands are frequently attached to the structurally and functionally normal St. Jude Medical mitral valve prosthesis. The clinical significance of these prosthetic mitral valve strands requires clarification.